Vicar’s Message for Dec. 25

The meaning of the Incarnation

“the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14)
Today, on Christmas Day, we Christians celebrate the “Incarnation”.  This is not an everyday word, it is a churchy word – but it is a word worth knowing and pondering.  The Incarnation means, “The embodiment of God the Son in human flesh as Jesus Christ.”  In other words, Jesus the Messiah coming to the world in the form of a human.  Especially at Christmas, we rejoice in the truth that the Word was made flesh, that God has come among us by identifying himself with all humanity in the humanness of one man in particular, Jesus of Nazareth.  John 1:14 says, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth.”  
Jesus was both fully God and fully human, and His human part experienced what it is like to live here on earth.  Jesus faced daily challenges like we face, such as:  making breakfast, working at a job, making friends, having relationship difficulties, figuring out finances, cleaning the house, washing, feeling pain, suffering, feeling joy, laughing, etc. etc.  Hebrews 4:15 says, “We have a chief priest who is able to sympathize with our weaknesses. He was tempted in every way that we are, but he didn't sin.”  When we go through the stuff of our lives, we can know that Jesus understands this not only because He is God but also because He understands what it is like to be a human being on earth.  On this Christmas and as you welcome in the new year of 2012, invite Jesus Christ into your heart and into your daily life in a new way.  Share with Him what you are going through, sense His presence with you in the happy times and the difficult times, and you will be richly blessed!
A very Merry Christmas to you,

Pastor Mary+
