Vicar’s Message for Dec. 24

“to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”  Luke 2: 11

Almost every Sunday at St. John’s we celebrate at least one person’s birthday.  It is a festive time for our church!  Now we celebrate Jesus’ birthday.  Wow. A truly festive time for all of us. Why?  Because when Jesus was born we were sent our Savior.  What does this mean?  We don’t tend to go about our lives everyday thinking that we even need a savior.  But we do.  We desperately need a Savior, and our Savior is Jesus.
The first reason we need a Savior is that without a Savior we are all dead in our trespasses and sins.   We were all born into this world with the tendency to sin, and we do sin (sin is just anything that separates us from God).  Each of us has a dark side:  we think about ourselves first, we say things we regret, we hurt those we love, we do things that we should not do.  We can’t get away from this tendency without God’s help! Without a Savior we have no spiritual inclinations at all.  We need a Savior not only to forgive us for our sins, but also to give us spiritual life so that our hearts would incline to trust Him and obey Him (and therefore sin less).  In exchange for our sin, Jesus gives us love, gives us hope, gives us Himself.  We need a Savior, and on this day our Savior was born.

Merry CHRISTmas!
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