Vicar’s Message for Dec. 18

“Here am I”

Today’s Gospel reading captures the visit by the angel Gabriel to Mary, telling her that she is called to be the mother of Jesus, the Messiah; she will be the Godbearer. Here was Mary, a young girl engaged to be married (but not married yet), who was probably just going about her chores on an ordinary day and wow – this happens! Think about how you would have reacted had you been visited in this way? Not only would you have been in shock and disbelief, but you would have probably needed time to decide -- time to consult with your family, friends, priest, and financial advisor and time to just think about the implications of this big news. Isn’t that the way we do things nowadays? Yes. Is that what Mary did? No, she said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” (Luke 1: 30)

Ok, so what does this have to do with us today? Plenty. It turns out that God has plans for us too (see Jeremiah 29:11), and God has chosen you for special work here on earth too (see Colossians 3:12; 1 Peter 2:9). Each of us is important to God, each of us has a mission from God and a purpose. In some cases, this maybe just little everyday things – being available to help open a door for someone who is struggling. In other cases, this maybe something bigger like becoming the chairperson of a particular ministry of the church or going on a short-term mission trip or helping a needy family. Just like Mary, we are to be open to where we can serve God. Just like Mary, we are to trust that God will be right next to us helping us as we serve. Just like Mary, we are to answer yes to God. In our lives as Christians, we go forward in faith. Paul said in our Romans 16:25 reading from today, “God who is able to strengthen you.” As you look forward to Christmas and 2012, pray for increased trust in God.

Gratefully yours,

Pastor Mary+

