Vicar’s Message for Dec. 4, 2011

Messengers

Today, our prayer for the day (the “collect”) and our Gospel both speak about messengers for the Lord (prophets and John the Baptist).  A messenger for the Lord is a person who is sent to tell people about the saving message of God, and so in some way all of us are called to be messengers.  The “Great Commission” we are called to observe by Jesus in Matthew 28:19 says, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  Indeed, we are all messengers called to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with others.  
How do we do this? We do it by sharing what God has meant to us, we do it by reaching out in love to others, and we do it by inviting others to church.  This past couple of weeks, there were many messengers from St. John’s!  Maybe you did not think of yourself as a messenger from God when you shared the news about the Community Meal with others, maybe you did not think of yourself as a messenger when you pealed potatoes or cleared the tables or sliced ham – but you were!  About 80 people entered the St. John’s Hall last Sunday after church and enjoyed a free meal prepared and served by you.  The Hall was so full of God’s love!  Everyone was greeted in a friendly manner, no one ate alone.  People saw the love of Jesus through all the different gestures of kindness and through your generosity.  Some people tried to pay for their meal as they were so appreciative, and were told “no, this is a gift.”  Indeed, you all served God as His messengers in making the Community Meal such a success.  The generosity continued after the serving was done, as the leftovers were all taken to SafeHaven and were so appreciated there.  We are all called to continue to serve as messengers of the Good News of Christ Jesus.  May God continue to richly bless us as we share His love with others in the Shawano community.

Gratefully yours,

Pastor Mary+

