Vicar’s Message for the week

" Yet, O LORD, you are  our Father;  we are the clay, and you are  the Potter;  we are the work of your hand.”  Isaiah 64:8
Advent

Today is the first Sunday of Advent in the Church calendar; Advent is the beginning of the church year.  The word Advent is from the Latin word “adventus” which means “coming.”  It is the season of four weeks when we anticipate the anniversary of the birth of Our Lord.  The liturgical color for this season is purple.  It is a season to look forward; we wait, we examine ourselves and confess, we reflect on the incarnate God of love, we prepare.  The Advent wreath is a visual symbol of this time of preparation; each week one candle is lit before the service until all four candles are lighted.  On Christmas the white middle candle is lighted, when we celebrate the Nativity.
Our Old Testament reading today is from the 64th chapter of the Prophet Isaiah.  In it we hear about how we are the work of God’s hand, using the metaphor of a potter working clay.  During this season of preparation, use this metaphor in your time of reflection with God.  Visualize yourself being formed and shaped by the gentle yet mighty hand of God.  God has created you, God has plans for you, God longs for you to turn to Him more often as you go about your life, as you make your decisions.  God is shaping you and molding you into His image.  We are told to have “the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16) and God day-by-day is transforming you by His grace to be more like Him.  This is an ongoing process, a dynamic process, an interactive process.  As God is shaping you, speak and share with Him your thoughts and feelings.  Ask God for guidance and help as you go about your day, keeping that image in your mind of God’s hand shaping you.  In this Advent season, ponder how you are being formed anew by Christ, in Christ, through Christ.
In God’s love,

Pastor Mary

