Hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest Scripture

This week’s special prayer for Sunday (the “collect”) is indeed a special prayer.  It was written in the mid-16th century by the author of our Book of Common Prayer (BCP), Thomas Cranmer.   Take the bulletin insert with you this week, and pray that prayer daily – it is truly an amazing prayer that will lead you to seeing the Bible differently.  Cranmer was a leader of the English Reformation and was the Archbishop of Canterbury (1532–1534) during the reigns of Henry VIII, Edward VI and, for a short time, Mary I.  During Cranmer's time as Archbishop of Canterbury, he was responsible for establishing the first doctrinal and liturgical structures of the reformed Church of England; he authored the 39 articles of faith that you find in small print under “Historical Documents” in the BCP.  Cranmer was martyred for his faith.  Ok, so what is so special about this prayer that Cranmer wrote so many years ago?  What is so special about it is that by praying it we are reminded about how the Bible gives us life, we are reminded about our need to pray the Bible as well as study it, we are reminded that the Bible is living and active (Hebrews 4:12 ), we are reminded that the Bible is relevant to us today, we are reminded to spend time pondering Scripture passages.  As we pray, “Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ…” we are able to get an image in our minds of having the Word of God nourish us in a greater way than food nourishes us (“inwardly digest”).  If this thought sounds very foreign to you, then you have a real exciting time ahead.  This week, spend time savoring a few short passages of the bible – memorize them, let them seep into you as you repeat them over and over in your head, as you read and reread them.  If you do not have a Bible at home, you are welcome to take one of the new Bibles on the shelf in the Hall. Here are some suggestions of some passages to savor this week:  Proverbs 3: 4-5; John 3: 16; Romans 8: 32; 2 Corinthains 12: 9-10; Philippians 4:4.  If you do not know how to find these passages in the Bible, use the Table of Contents in the front of the Bible (there are 66 books) and also ask Pastor Mary for help.  Enjoy hearing, reading, marking, learning, and inwardly digesting Scripture this and every week.
