"Death has been swallowed up in victory…thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 15:54, 57

Have you ever noticed that there is a common reluctance to use the word “death” and “died” in daily language, except for this past week when Halloween and All Saints were celebrated?  Even when someone dies, the euphemism “he or she passed” is more often used than the word death.  The “D” word is not a favorite of ours.  Why?  Because it scares people; not fun Halloween scared, but deep down fear.  It is well documented in research studies that people fear death, fear dying, fear suffering before the die.  We can see this fear lived out in people through their behaviors: delay in writing wills, making excuses not to visit sick people (because it reminds them of their own mortality), avoiding the doctor, etc.  Should Christians fear death?  The answer is clearly “no.”  How do we know this? Because Jesus defeated death (in addition to 1 Corinthians 15 above, look up:  Romans 8:38; 2 Timothy 1:10)-period.  It’s not a little bit defeated, we are not in the middle of the battle; no, the battle is over, and Jesus won.  It is true that we “know neither the day nor the hour” (from today’s Gospel, Matthew 25:13), but we need not fear because if we live our lives loving the Lord with our whole selves (Matthew 22:37) then eternal life with the Lord awaits us, and a place has already been prepared for us (John 14: 2).  
In God’s love,

Pastor Mary

