The Vicar’s Message for the Week

Autumn

“Is the Lord among us or not?” Exodus 17: 17
“make my joy complete.”  Philippians 2: 2

This past week was the beginning of the season of autumn, and we are seeing it in the leaves turning color.  What does autumn bring to mind for you?  

I had a colleague who became very down-hearted emotionally every Fall, because he saw it as a season of endings and sadness.  I found this so interesting in contrast to the way I have always viewed the autumn season, because I just love this season; it is a season that reminds me of jumping in leaf piles, of taking walks among multicolored trees, of pumpkin pies, and being with friends around a cozy fire.  My sad friend is kind of like the skeptical Israelites we read about in our Exodus reading for today who said, “Is the Lord among us or not?”  
The way that I look at it is that God’s blessing upon us is so very clear that I don’t have to ask this question, because the answer is all around me.  And, if I was unable to see the Lord through fall leaves, well I certainly can see the Lord here in the people of St. John’s:  in this eyes and words of little children, in the eyes, words, and actions of the congregation. Paul’s captures this love in Philippians 2:2 when he said that Christ “make(s) my joy complete.”  
The Israelites question of the day is a good reminder to all of us to recognize that there are people around us who cannot see God’s hand at work in their world, who do not know about the joy of the Lord.  So, it is up to us to share God’s love with them.   This is difficult, but we are called to do this.  Pray before you interact with them, and God will help you communicate His love.  This fall, reach out to those who do not know of the joy of the Lord.
In His love,

Pastor Mary+

